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5. William Lane Craig: The Kalam Cosmological Argument and the Anthropic Principle 

 

Summary 

In the first part of this essay Craig develops two versions of the kalam argument, both aiming to 

prove that the universe must have a cause of its existence. In the second part Craig describes the 

evidence from astronomy for the kalam argument, which he formulates as: whatever begins to 

exist has a cause; the universe began to exist; therefore, the universe has a cause. He argues that 

evidence for the Big Bang confirms the thesis that the universe began to exist and so must have a 

cause. Toward the end of the article, Craig introduces the “anthropic principle,” which states that 

“if the universe were in fact different in any significant way from the way it is, we wouldn’t be 

here to wonder why it is” (a definition given by Dewey Schwatzenburg). Finally, Craig argues 

that there is good reason to believe, on the basis of the anthropic principle, that the First Cause is 

the Personal Creator of Theism.  

 

Test Questions 

According to Craig… 

1. The kalam cosmological argument establishes that  

 a. the God of Christianity exists. 

 *b. the universe has a cause. 

 c. the Big Bang model is false. 

 d. the universe is uncaused. 

 

2. An actually infinite number of things 

 a. is possible. 

 b. is meaningless. 

 c. exists somewhere. 

 *d. cannot exist. 

 

3. The series of events in time cannot be actually infinite, so we know that  

 *a. the universe is finite in the past and began to exist. 

 b. the universe is infinite in the past. 

 c. the universe never is uncaused. 

 d. the universe exists only in the mind. 

 

4. The Big Bang shows that 

 a. the universe happened uncaused. 

 b. the universe always existed. 

 *c. the universe began to exist and therefore had a cause. 

 d. the universe arose from a vacuum fluctuation. 



 

5. Craig says that the anthropic principle supports the idea of intelligent design of the universe. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

6. Craig thinks that the cause of the universe must be an accident.  

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. Craig believes that the universe is the effect of a plurality of causes.   

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. Scientists and philosophers have no explanation for the existence of the universe. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

6. Paul Edwards: A Critique of the Cosmological Argument 

 

Summary 

In this article Edwards attacks the cosmological argument, specifically Aquinas’ causal and 

contingency versions, holding that the argument fails at several points. Against the causal 

argument, he argues that the premise asserting the impossibility of an infinite series is false. 

Even if the argument were sound, he says, it would not prove the existence of a single first cause, 

for a plurality of causes cannot be ruled out. Furthermore, the argument is not helped by the 

theist’s distinction between causes that bring something into existence (causes in fieri) and 

causes that sustain something in existence (causes in esse). Some defend the causal argument by 

insisting that even if there were an infinite series of causes, there still must be an ultimate cause 

of the series as a whole. Edwards counters that such notions rest on the “erroneous assumption 

that the series is something over and above the members of which it is composed.” Against the 

contingency argument, Edwards maintains that to explain a contingent phenomenon, we do not 

need to posit a necessary being, and those who make such a demand beg the question at issue.     

 

Test Questions 

According to Edwards… 

1. The advocates of the causal argument seem to confuse an infinite series with  

 a. an infinite regress. 

 b. a series with no members. 

 *c. a series that is long but finite. 

 d. a non-series. 

 

2. Even if sound, the causal argument does not establish that the first cause is 

 a. prior to other causes. 

 b. real. 

 *c. divine. 

 d. causal. 



 

3. If sound, the causal argument shows that  

 a. the first cause is not a plurality of causes. 

 b. the first cause is God. 

 c. the first cause is supernatural. 

 *d. the universe has a first cause.  

 

4. By rejecting a supernatural first cause, one is not then committed to the proposition that 

 a. the universe is uncaused. 

 b. there is a natural first cause. 

 c. the universe is a necessary being. 

 *d. all of the above are true. 

 

5. Edwards claims that even if sound, the causal argument does not establish that the first cause 

presently exists. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

6. Edwards maintains that a series is not something over and above its members. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

7. Edwards argues that all natural objects require a sustaining (in esse) cause. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. According to Aquinas, the idea of an infinite regress of causes implies that nothing exists.  

 *a. True 

 b. False 



7. William Paley: The Watch and the Watchmaker 

 

Summary 

 

In this reading Paley offers his famous argument from design for the existence of God. Arguing 

by analogy, he says that anyone who comes upon a mechanical watch would infer from the 

watch’s apparent purposefulness that it must have been made by an intelligent designer. 

Likewise, when we see the intricate works of nature exhibiting all the marks of purposefulness in 

their design, we must conclude that the world, too, had an intelligent designer.     

 

Test Questions 

According to Paley… 

1. We must conclude that a watch had an intelligent designer if the watch   

 *a. shows purposefulness.  

 b. has a structure.  

 c. runs well.  

 d. is engraved. 

 

2. Every indication of contrivance and design that exists in the watch exists in 

 a. God. 

 b. infinity. 

 *c. the works of nature. 

 d. time. 

 

3. The key difference between the “contrivance” of a watch and that of nature is that the latter is  

 a. simpler. 

 b. more natural. 

 c. older. 

 *d. greater and grander.  

 

4. For us to conclude that a machine was the result of design or a designer, it is not necessary that 

the machine be 

 a. completely understood. 

 b. perfect. 

 c. beautiful. 

 *d. all of the above. 

 

5. Paley says that if we found a watch and examined it closely, we would naturally infer that it 

had a maker—even if we had never seen a watch made. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 



6. Paley’s argument, if cogent, proves the existence of the Christian God. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. Paley’s argument, if cogent, proves that the designer of the world has infinite wisdom. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. Paley’s argument, if cogent, proves that the designer of the world was a single being. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. David Hume: A Critique of the Teleological Argument 

 

Summary 

In this famous dialogue, Philo (who reflects Hume’s views on the subject) gives us the classic 

critique of the argument from design. In the parts reproduced here, Cleanthes (the natural 

theologian) states the argument and asserts, “By this argument a posteriori, and by this argument 

alone, do we prove at once the existence of a Deity and his similarity to human mind and 

intelligence.” Philo replies that the argument rests on an extremely weak analogy from which we 

can derive no more than a guess about a deity. The dissimilarities between the universe and a 

human-crafted machine are too great to draw the conclusion that Cleanthes seeks. We cannot, for 

example, draw a conclusion about the origin of the vast universe as a whole from a fact about the 

origin of a tiny part of the universe (a house or a ship, for instance). Furthermore, if we try to 

infer the nature of a Designer from facts about the natural world and human designers, we would 

have to conclude that the Designer may not be infinite (because the world is finite), may not be 

perfect (because nature is full of imperfections), and may not be single (because it is possible 

that the world was made by many deities).  

 

Test Questions 

1. Cleanthes argues that the universe is a great machine that resembles the products of    

 a. theology.  

 b. time. 

 *c. human contrivance. 

 d. factories. 

 

2. Philo says the analogy that Cleanthes uses to make his case is  

 a. too complicated. 

 *b. weak. 

 c. strong. 

 d. not based on a legitimate method of reasoning. 



3. Philo asserts that Cleanthes’ method of reasoning leads to serious doubts about the Deity’s 

 a. perfection and unity. 

 b. infinity. 

 c. competence. 

 *d. all of the above. 

 

4. Philo insists that we cannot argue from a fact about a small part of the universe to conclusions 

about 

 a. human history. 

 b. human contrivance. 

 c. ships and houses. 

 d. the whole universe. 

 

5. Demea is interested in proving the existence of God through a posteriori argument. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

6. Philo declares that this world might have been the faulty product of an inexperienced deity.  

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

7. Philo proves that no God exists. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. According to Philo, because the universe is perfectly ordered, the existence of a deity is likely. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

 


