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I. What Is Philosophy? 

 

1. Plato: Socratic Wisdom 
 

Summary 

In this selection from the Apology, Plato recounts the trial of Socrates, accused of corrupting the 

youth of Athens and not believing in the gods. Socrates defends himself, declaring that he is 

guilty only of asking probing questions of men who claim to be wise, thus exposing their 

ignorance. Unlike many who pretend to be wise, Socrates professes no wisdom yet is wiser than 

most in that he does not claim to know what he in fact does not know. Nevertheless he tells the 

court that the good life is one in which we continually search for the truth and examine our lives 

in a never-ending pursuit of human excellence. He insists that “no greater good can happen to a 

man than to discuss human excellence every day and the other matters about which you have 

heard me arguing and examining myself and others, and that an unexamined life is not worth 

living.” Socrates is found guilty by the court and is given the sentence of death or exile from 

Athens. He chooses death, staying true to his principles to the end.    

 

Test Questions 

1. Socrates says that the accusations against him arose from 

a. his lavish lifestyle. 

b. the riches he accrued by teaching. 

*c. his penetrating examination of people’s beliefs.   

 d. his superiority to others.  

 

2. Socrates interprets the oracle’s message to mean that 

 a. Socrates is wise 

 b. the wisest are those who know the most. 

 c. Socrates is ignorant. 

 *d. the wisest are those who know that they know nothing. 

 

3. When Socrates searched for a man who was wiser than he was, he found that  

 a. there were many wise men in Athens. 

 *b. many who thought they were wise were not wise at all. 

 c. the wisest in Athens were artisans. 

 d. those with a reputation for wisdom were indeed wise. 

 

 



4. Socrates considers himself 

 a. apolitical revolutionary. 

 b. an atheist.  

 *c. a philosophical gadfly to the state. 

 d. a reclusive scholar. 

 

5. Socrates preferred exile to death. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

6. Socrates thought that the primary occupation of a good citizen should be the pursuit of wealth 

and prestige. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. According to Socrates, we should always consider in doing anything whether we are doing 

right or wrong. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

8. Socrates thought that our main duty is the improvement of our souls. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

2. John Locke: Of Enthusiasm and the Quest for Truth 
 

Summary 

Locke argues that in the search for truth, we must beware the pitfalls of “enthusiasm” (passion or 

emotion) and always follow the lead of reason. Reason, he says, is a God-given faculty that 

demands we not entertain any proposition with greater assurance than is warranted by the 

evidence. We should not believe anything that reason does not support (although some mysteries 

such as immortality are beyond our understanding). Even revelation (immediate communication 

of some sort from God) must be corroborated by reason; otherwise we cannot be sure that a 

revelation is genuine. A prime disrupter of the workings of reason is enthusiasm, which arises 

“from the conceits of a warmed or over-weening brain.” Through enthusiasm we can fall prey to 

wishful thinking, overwrought imagination (especially the religious kind), and groundless 

feelings of certainty. “Reason,” says Locke, “must be our last judge and guide in every thing.”   

 

Test Questions 

According to Locke… 

1. The first requirement in the search for truth is 

 a. a blessing from God. 

 *b. a love of truth. 

 c. revelation. 

 d. reliable authority. 



2. The sure sign that one loves the truth is… 

 a. earnest assertions that one loves the truth.  

 b. a feeling of certainty that one has the truth. 

 c. not believing any proposition without assurance from God. 

 *d. not believing any proposition more strongly than reason warrants. 

 

3. In the search for truth, the relationship between reason and revelation is 

 a. reason can be overruled by revelation. 

 *b. reason can substantiate the truth of revelation. 

 c. religious people must rely on revelation, not reason. 

 d. reason and revelation conflict. 

 

4. The question for people who believe they have received a revelation from God is  

 a. How strong is their faith in the truth of the revelation? 

 b. How strong is their belief in God? 

 *c. How do they know that it is really a revelation from God? 

 d. How psychologically certain are they that the revelation is true? 

 

5. Locke does not believe in God. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

6. Locke does not believe in revelations from God. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. Locke thinks that believing a proposition to be true makes it true. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. According to Locke, to reject reason in favor of revelation is to put out the light of both. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

III. Knowledge 

 

19. René Descartes: Cartesian Doubt and the Search for Foundational 

Knowledge 
 

Summary 

Descartes desires to know the truth, and he realizes that this will be an arduous enterprise 

because he has discovered by painful experience that much of what he has been taught and has 

taken for granted is false. He must destroy his tottering house of “knowledge” and lay a new 

foundation on which to construct an indestructible edifice. The method consists of doubting 

everything that can be doubted, and then, on the pure remainder of certain truth, beginning the 



process of constructing an indubitable system of knowledge. The result is a type of rationalism in 

which the only certainties are discovered by the mind through self-evident insight or reason. 

 

Test Questions 

1. Descartes had been disillusioned by his discovery that many of the alleged truths learned in his 

youth were… 

a. contrary to his religion. 

b. true. 

*c. false. 

d. beyond question. 

 

2. Descartes says that for all he knows, he may be 

 a. dreaming. 

 b. deceived by God. 

 c. deceived by an evil genius. 

 *d. all of the above. 

 

3. Descartes reasons that the very fact that he is thinking shows that 

 a. he does not exist. 

 b. he is not being deceived. 

 *c. he exists. 

 d. he is dreaming. 

 

4. Descartes argues against trusting the senses on the grounds that 

 a. they never directly deceive him. 

 *b. they sometimes deceive him. 

 c. God allows sensory deception. 

 d. sense perception is indubitable . 

 

5. Descartes declares that he knows with certainty that he is. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

6. Descartes says that because it is possible that an evil genius is deceiving him, he can never 

know that he himself exists. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. Descartes concludes that he is a thing that breathes. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. For Descartes, the statement “I am, I exist” is necessarily true every time he utters it.  

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 



24. Bertrand Russell: The Correspondence Theory of Truth 
 

Summary 

In this selection, Russell first distinguishes between knowledge by acquaintance (for example, 

knowledge by appearances, such as “I seem to see a red book” or “I am in pain” or “I think 

therefore I am”) and knowledge by description (knowledge of truths, such as your knowing that 

you are really seeing a red book or that your pain is caused by having twisted your ankle). 

Knowledge by acquaintance is generally thought to be infallible, for believing it makes the 

proposition true. But the same is not the case for descriptive knowledge claims, for your beliefs 

could be false. Thus, descriptive knowledge is dualistic—it has the properties of truth and falsity 

as opposites—whereas knowledge by acquaintance is monistic and does not admit such 

opposites. Russell goes on to specify the conditions for an adequate theory of truth and shows 

how the correspondence theory meets these conditions, whereas the coherence theory does not. 

 

Test Questions 

According to Russell… 

1. A theory of truth must  

a. allow for falsehood. 

b. assume that truth and falsehood are properties of beliefs. 

c. assume that truth or falsehood depends on something external to beliefs.  

*d. do all of the above. 

 

2. Truth consists of some form of correspondence between 

 a. beliefs and statements.  

 b. facts and states of affairs. 

 *c. belief and fact. 

 d. belief and truth. 



3. An important objection to the coherence theory of truth is that there is no proof that there can 

be 

 *a. only one coherent system of beliefs.  

 b. a coherence among any set of beliefs.  

 c. a theory of how beliefs can cohere. 

 d. several systems of belief.  

 

4. The coherence theory of truth presupposes 

 a. nothing. 

 b. empirical truths. 

 *c. the laws of logic. 

 d. scientific laws. 

 

5. Russell is concerned with the question of how we can know whether a belief is true or false. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

6. Russell believes that the coherence theory of truth is at least as plausible as the 

correspondence theory. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. Russell argues that the correspondence theory meets the three requirements of any theory of 

truth. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

8. For Russell, minds do not create truth or falsehood.  

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

 


