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22. David Hume: The Origin of Our Ideas and Skepticism about Causal 

Reasoning 
 

Summary 

In this selection from An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748), we have an 

extension of the empiricism begun with Locke. Like Locke, Hume locates the foundation of all 

our ideas in sensory experience. But Hume moves even further away from the possibility of 

absolute certainly of knowledge toward the view that we can justly only have relative certainty. 

We can only be certain of analytic truths (“relations of ideas”), namely, mathematics and 

tautologies. With regard to synthetic truths (“matters of fact”) we, at best, can have a high degree 

of probability. But even the notion of probability is dubious and leads to a certain skepticism 

because the notion of cause and effect on which experiential knowledge is based is itself not an 

impression but an idea. 

 

Test Questions 

According to Hume…  

1. All our thought is restricted to manipulating the materials provided to us by 

a. logic. 

b. a priori knowledge. 

*c. the senses and experience. 

d. theorems. 

 

2. If we suspect that a philosophical term is without meaning, we need only ask 

 *a. from what impression that supposed idea is derived. 

 b. from what conceptual considerations the is idea derived. 

 c. from what a priori principles it is derived. 

 d. if the is claim logical. 

 

3. Propositions that are discoverable by the mere operation of thought are those regarding  

 a. matters of fact. 

 b. the knowledge of the sciences. 

 c. sensory relations. 

 *d. relations of ideas. 

 

4. All reasonings concerning matters of fact are founded on the relation of 

 a. a priori ideas. 

 b. propositions of certainty. 

 *c. cause and effect.  



 d. logical ideas.  

 

5. Hume’s view of empiricism would demolish all metaphysical speculation. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

6. Hume thinks that causes and effects are discoverable by reason. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. Hume divides the content of the mind into ideas and impressions. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 



8. According to Hume, custom alone renders our experience useful to us. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

23. John Hospers: An Argument Against Skepticism 
 

Summary 

In this essay, Hospers first analyzes the different uses of the word “know” and then sets forth the 

conditions of descriptive knowledge. After that he distinguishes a weak sense of knowledge from 

a strong sense and uses this distinction to argue against the claims of skepticism. 

 

Test Questions 

According to Hospers… 

1. To know proposition p 

a. p must be true and we must believe that p. 

b. we must believe that p and we must have evidence for p. 

*c. p must be true, we must believe that p, and we must have evidence for p. 

d. p must be true, we must believe that p, and we must not doubt that p. 

 

2. If I believe a proposition, have good reason for believing it, and it is true, I have knowledge in 

 a. the strong sense. 

 *b. the weak sense. 

 c. the skeptical sense. 

 d. the certitude sense. 

 

3. When we use the term know, we could be referring to   

 a. knowing by acquaintance. 

 b. knowing how. 

 c. knowing that. 

 *d. all of the above. 

 

4. If I believe a proposition, have absolutely conclusive evidence for it, and it is true, I have 

knowledge in 

 a. the scientific sense. 

 b. the tentative sense. 

 c. the weak sense. 

 *d. the strong sense.  

 

5. The skeptic says we have knowledge only if we know for certain. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 



6. In daily life we use the word know to indicate certainty. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. If the skeptic is correct, there are many propositions that we can rightly claim to know. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. According to Hospers, if there is a possibility that we could be wrong, we cannot legitimately 

claim to know something. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

26. Richard Rorty: Dismantling Truth: Solidarity versus Objectivity 
 

Summary 

In this selection, Rorty attacks the distinction between objectivity and subjectivity as well as the 

correspondence theory of truth. He sides with Thomas Kuhn in arguing that we can have no 

theory-independent notion of reality and proposes to erase the essential difference between 

science and the humanities and arts. Embracing the title of “the new fuzzies,” Rorty proposes 

that a notion of social solidarity replace the enlightenment notion of objective truth. 

 

Test Questions 

According to Rorty… 

1. In one sense, rational means methodical; in another sense, it means something like  

a. scientific. 

b. objective. 

c. lawful. 

*d. civilized. 

 

2. For the notion of objectivity, we should substitute the idea of 

 a. the rationality of science. 

 b. theory-independent inquiry. 

 *c. intersubjective agreement. 

 d. unfuzzy standards. 

 

3. The pragmatist holds a view that could be described as 

 a. objectivist.  

 *b. ethnocentric. 

 c. self-refuting. 

 d. equivocal. 

 

4. We would be better off without the traditional distinctions between 

 a. belief and opinion. 

 b. solidarity and inquiry. 

 c. knowledge and justified true belief. 



 *d. knowledge and opinion.  

 

5. Thomas Kuhn has said that there is no theory-independent way to examine reality. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

6. Rorty wants to drop the distinction between objective and subjective. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 



7. Rorty thinks that inquiry is destined to converge on the truth. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

8. Rorty says that pragmatists want to reduce objectivity to solidarity.  

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

27. Daniel Dennett: Postmodernism and Truth 
 

Summary 

In this essay Dennett argues that postmodernist ideas, such as Rorty’s, fail to understand the 

importance of truth. They either reject the concept in favor of an irrational cognitive relativism or 

undervalue truth, giving it minor importance. 

 

Test Questions 

According to Dennett… 

1. Rorty’s view of truth and reality is that it is all about 

a. objectivity. 

b. science. 

*c. conversations. 

d. ignorance. 

 

2. The claim that the Holocaust happened during World War II is 

 a. a metaphor. 

 *b. a truth about an event that really happened. 

 c. a subjective truth. 

 d. a mind game. 

 

3. The point of asking questions is to 

 a. discover answers that a community can agree on. 

 b. play a language game. 

 c. continue the conversation. 

 *d. find true answers. 

 

4. The methods of science are not foolproof, but they are 

 *a. indefinitely perfectible. 

 b. useful though false. 

 c. infallible. 

 d. relative to cultures. 

 

5. Dennett says that the recognition of the difference between appearance and reality is a human 

discovery. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 



6. Dennett points out that, like science, religion is willing to abandon its orthodoxy in the face of 

irresistible evidence. 

 a. True 

 *b. False 

 

7. Dennett maintains that doubt has provoked humans to seek better truth-seeking methods. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 

8. Dennett is repulsed by the professor who wanted an epistemology whether or not it was true. 

 *a. True 

 b. False 

 


