
 

 

Introduction to Philosophy  

The University of Toledo 
Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies 

PHIL 2200 - 902  -  CRN: 16343 

 

Instructor: Nythamar "Nita" de Oliveira   
Email:  Nita.De_Oliveira@utoledo.edu 
Office Hours: Drop Me a Line 
Instructor Phone: 419-530-6190 

Offered:   Spring 2020 
URL:  http://www.nythamar.com/philosophy.html 
Class Location: https://blackboard.utdl.edu/ 
Credit Hours: 3.0

 

CATALOG/COURSE DESCRIPTION 
[3 credit hours] 
An introduction to philosophical reflection on such issues as the existence of God, free will, knowledge 
and objectivity, social justice and moral responsibility. 
Term Offered: Spring  
Core Arts & Humanities, Trans Mod Arts and Humanities 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The course will be divided into three main parts, Truth, God, and the Good, respectively dealing with 
philosophical questions about knowledge (epistemology), being (metaphysics and ontology), and moral 
action (ethics). 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the course, students will be able to describe the major philosophical schools and key 

concepts of Western philosophy. Students will be able to critically discuss and consider philosophical 

conceptions, themes, and trends, while reflecting on these concepts analytically and personally. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY   
This fully online course is designed to stimulate student learning through the web-based delivery of 
readings, video, and audio, as well as collaborative activities involving asynchronous discussion and 
group projects. No on-campus meetings will be required.   

WORKWEEK  
Grades are based on point accumulation throughout the semester (from Jan 21 through May 8, 2020), 
divided into six units. There are 6 Homeworks/Quizzes and a Final Exam worth 10 points each (total up 
to 70 points). Participation is worth 30 points (by sharing your views, insights, comments, and criticisms 
with classmates on the Discussion Board on-line, at least one posting per Unit). Students can earn up to 
100 points in this course. 

PREREQUISITES  AND COREQUISITES 
None. 

TEXTS AND ANCILLARY MATERIALS 
Louis P. Pojman and Lewis Vaughn, Editors. Philosophy: The quest for truth. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2019. 11th edition: ISBN-13: 978-0190945671/ISBN-10: 0190945672. Also used books: 10th 

edition. ISBN-10: 9780190254773 / ISBN-13: 978-0190254773. 

 

http://www.nythamar.com/philosophy.html
https://blackboard.utdl.edu/


 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS, SKILLS, AND PRIVACY POLICIES 
Please view the technology considerations for this course, including technical skills needed, general 
technology requirements, and technology privacy policies.   

ACCESSIBILITY OF COURSE TECHNOLOGIES 
Please view Accessibility of Course Technologies for information regarding the accessibility of 

Blackboard and other technologies used in this course.  

ACADEMIC POLICIES 
All students at the University of Toledo are expected to read, understand, and follow the academic 
policies that govern their attendance at the University. These policies include, but are not limited to, 
academic dishonesty, academic forgiveness, adding and dropping a course, grades and grading, and the 
missed class policy. Please use the following URL to read a comprehensive list of academic policies that 
pertain to you in this class and throughout your academic journey: Undergraduate Academic Policies. If 
you have any questions after reading through the policies, please let me know. 

Neither plagiarism (i.e., presenting the written work of another as one’s own) nor cheating (i.e., 
providing answers to exam questions or receiving exam answers from another) will be tolerated. Any 
academic dishonesty will be disciplined according to the guidelines in the University of Toledo student 
handbook. 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
Late assignments and make-up tests will not be permitted unless arrangements are discussed and 

approved well before the required due date. 

Prepare all the readings before the date given. The reading assignments are usually short and hopefully 

pleasant. Every week students will have the opportunity to post their comments (at least one posting 

per Unit on the Discussion Board, in order to get full credit for Participation), ask questions and do self-

assessment by taking the practice quiz online or writing a couple of paragraphs to address some of the 

suggested study questions. The quizzes and homework tabs are made available during the whole week 

and the following week, so that at any time during these 2 weeks students can take the quiz online or 

use the Homework tab to turn in their essays (a couple of paragraphs, about 200-300 words, addressing 

one or two questions from the assigned chapter). Make sure you understand the key concepts or key 

terms for each week (see Glossary, available in PDF at the course website and at the end of the 

textbook) and by regularly visiting the Oxford University Press link to the Student Resources. 

 

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES 

Students can contact the instructor at any time via email. 

 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE GRADE ASSIGNMENT 
Grades are based on point accumulation throughout the semester (from Jan 21 through May 8, 2020), 
divided into six units. There are 6 Homeworks/Quizzes, 2 optional Midterm/Bonus essays and a Final 
Exam worth 10 points each (total up to 70 points). Participation is worth 30 points (by sharing your 
views, insights, comments, and criticisms with classmates on the Discussion Board on-line, at least one 
posting per Unit). Students can earn up to 100 points in this course. 

http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/students/required-info-online-learners.html#CT
http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/students/required-info-online-learners.html#ACCESS
http://www.utoledo.edu/policies/academic/undergraduate/


 

 

Midterm Grading 

The midterm / bonus essays are intended for students who either missed one of their quizzes / 

homework or got less than 7.0 (seven) for their homework/quiz. Students are expected to read the 

questions at the end of the designated chapter, choose one or two of these questions or focus on some 

of the proposed topics, combining two or more questions. The idea is to explore your writing skills and 

get as close as you can to developing an essay style, featuring clarity, well-formulated sentences, and 

good arguments. Please try to avoid mere reproduction of texts, by making explicit your own 

understanding of concepts and ideas, just as it would be required in a philosophical essay. You can use 

the texts you read and material available on the internet, but make sure you cite your sources properly. 

 

Final Grading 

Final grades for the course are based on the following scale: 

93-100 pts. = A  77-79 pts. = C+ 

90-92 pts. = A-  73-76 pts. = C 

87-89 pts. = B+  70-72 pts. = C- 

83-86 pts. = B  60-69 pts. = D 

80-82 pts. = B-  59 and below = F 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Policy Statement on Non-Discrimination on the Basis of Disability (ADA) 

The University is an equal opportunity educational institution. Please read The University’s Policy 

Statement on Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability – Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance.  

Academic Accommodations 

The University of Toledo embraces the inclusion of students with disabilities. We are committed to 

ensuring equal opportunity and seamless access for full participation in all courses. For students who 

have an accommodations memo from Student Disability Services, I invite you to correspond with me as 

soon as possible so that we can communicate confidentially about implementing accommodations in 

this course. For students who have not established affiliation with Student Disability Services and are 

experiencing disability access barriers or are interested in a referral to healthcare resources for a 

potential disability or would like information regarding eligibility for academic accommodations, please 

contact the Student Disability Services Office by calling 419.530.4981 or sending an email 

to StudentDisability@utoledo.edu.  

ACADEMIC AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
Please view the Learner Support page for links and descriptions of the technical, academic, and student 
support services available to UT students.  

 

SAFETY AND HEALTH SERVICES FOR UT STUDENTS 
Please use the following link to view a comprehensive list Campus Health and Safety Services available 
to you as a student. 

 

https://www.utoledo.edu/policies/administration/diversity/pdfs/3364_50_03_Nondiscrimination_o.pdf
https://www.utoledo.edu/policies/administration/diversity/pdfs/3364_50_03_Nondiscrimination_o.pdf
http://www.utoledo.edu/offices/student-disability-services/
mailto:StudentDisability@utoledo.edu
http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/students/learnersupport.html
http://www.utoledo.edu/offices/provost/utc/docs/CampusHealthSafetyContacts.pdf


 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Introduction: What is Philosophy? Truth, God, and the Good 

 

PART I: TRUTH, or the problem of knowledge (epistemology) 

Unit 1: Jan 21 – Feb 9:  

Chap. 1: Socratic wisdom 

Chap. 2: Of enthusiasm and the quest for truth 

Chap. 19: Cartesian doubt and the search for foundational knowledge   

Chap. 24: The correspondence theory of truth 

Appendix: How to read and write a philosophy paper 

Feb 2-9: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 1  

 

Unit 2: Feb 9-23:  

Chap. 22: The origin of our ideas and skepticism 

Chap. 23: An argument against skepticism 

Chap. 26: Dismantling truth : solidarity versus objectivity 

Chap. 27: Postmodernism and truth 

Feb 16-23: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 2 / Bonus / Midterm # 1  

 

PART II: GOD, or the problem of being (metaphysics and ontology) 

Unit 3: Feb 23 - Mar 8:  

Chap. 5: The Kalam cosmological argument principle 

Chap. 6: A critique of the cosmological argument 

Chap. 7: The watch and the watchmaker 

Chap. 8: A critique of the teleological argument  

Mar 1-8: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 3  

 

March 9 - 14: SPRING BREAK (No classes) 

 



 

 

Unit 4: Mar 15 - 29:  

Chap. 10: An analysis of the ontological argument 

Chap. 11: Why is there evil? 

Chap. 12: Why doesn’t God intervene to prevent evil? 

Chap. 13: There is a reason why God allows evil 

Mar 22 - 29: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 4  

 

PART III: THE GOOD, or the moral problem (ethics & political philosophy) 

Unit 5 : Mar 29 - Apr 12:  

Chap. 41: The dilemma of determinism 

Chap. 42: Freedom of the will and human responsibility 

Chap. 46: Morality is relative 

Chap. 47: Morality is not relative 

Apr 5-12: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 5  

 

Unit 6: Apr 12 - 26:  

Chap. 51: The ethics of virtue  

Chap. 52: The moral law  

Chap. 53: Utilitarianism  

Chap. 60: The contemporary liberal answer 

Apr 19 - 26: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 6  

 

Apr 26 - May 2: Make-Up / Bonus / Midterm # 2  

 

May 2-8 : FINAL EXAM (multiple-choice exam, covers all material Units 1-6)  

 

Course Website: http://www.nythamar.com/philosophy.html 

 

 

http://www.nythamar.com/philosophy.html

