
 

* Required  UToledo Online Syllabus Template: Revised 8/9/19 

World Religions 
The University of Toledo 

Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies 

REL 1220 - 906  -  CRN: 55875 

 

Instructor: Nythamar "Nita" de Oliveira   
Email:  Nita.De_Oliveira@utoledo.edu 
Office Hours: Drop Me a Line 
Instructor Phone: 419-530-6190 

Offered:   Fall 2019 
URL:  http://www.nythamar.com/religion.html 
Class Location: https://blackboard.utdl.edu/ 
Credit Hours: 3.0

 

CATALOG/COURSE DESCRIPTION 
[3 credit hours] 
A study of the major religions of the world, with an emphasis on their histories, beliefs and practices 
Term Offered: Spring, Summer, Fall 
Core Arts & Humanities, Multicultural Non-US Diversity, Trans Mod Arts and Humanities 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
In this course, we will be exploring classical and modern conceptions and receptions of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. We will describe the essential features of the world's 
greatest religions and show how they have responded to basic human needs and to the cultural settings 
in which they developed. We also compare the answers religions have offered us regarding some of the 
most essential human questions: Why are we here? What is the nature of the universe? How should we 
live? Our aim has been to balance concision and substance in an introductory text that is accessible, as 
well as challenging. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the course, students will be able to describe the beliefs, practices, and histories of at least 

three major world religions, including but not limited to Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and 

Islam. Students will be able to critically and respectfully discuss and consider religious beliefs and 

practices, while reflecting on the phenomenon of religion analytically, critically, and/or personally. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY   
This fully online course is designed to stimulate student learning through the web-based delivery of 
readings, video, and audio, as well as collaborative activities involving asynchronous discussion and 
group projects. No on-campus meetings will be required.  Chapters on the schedule refer to the assigned 
readings from the textbook (6 chapters).  

WORKWEEK  
In this fully online course, weeks run from Sundays through Saturdays. The course is divided into six 
units throughout the semester (from Aug 26 through Dec 13, 2019), with assignments for each week.  

PREREQUISITES  AND COREQUISITES 
None. 

http://www.nythamar.com/religion.html
https://blackboard.utdl.edu/
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TEXTS AND ANCILLARY MATERIALS 
Brodd, Jeffrey et al. Invitation to world religions. Oxford University Press, 2018. ISBN-13: 978-

0190690816 / ISBN-10: 019069081X. 2nd edition, 2013: 978-0-19-937836-4 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS, SKILLS, AND PRIVACY POLICIES 
Please view the technology considerations for this course, including technical skills needed, general 
technology requirements, and technology privacy policies.   

ACCESSIBILITY OF COURSE TECHNOLOGIES 
Please view Accessibility of Course Technologies for information regarding the accessibility of 

Blackboard and other technologies used in this course.  

ACADEMIC POLICIES 
All students at the University of Toledo are expected to read, understand, and follow the academic 
policies that govern their attendance at the University. These policies include, but are not limited to, 
academic dishonesty, academic forgiveness, adding and dropping a course, grades and grading, and the 
missed class policy. Please use the following URL to read a comprehensive list of academic policies that 
pertain to you in this class and throughout your academic journey: Undergraduate Academic Policies. If 
you have any questions after reading through the policies, please let me know. 

Neither plagiarism (i.e., presenting the written work of another as one’s own) nor cheating (i.e., 
providing answers to exam questions or receiving exam answers from another) will be tolerated. Any 
academic dishonesty will be disciplined according to the guidelines in the University of Toledo student 
handbook. 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
Late assignments and make-up tests will not be permitted unless arrangements are discussed and 

approved well before the required due date. 

Prepare all the readings before the date given. The reading assignments are usually short and hopefully 

pleasant. Every week students will have the opportunity to post their comments (at least one posting 

per Unit on the Discussion Board, in order to get full credit for Participation), ask questions and do self-

assessment by taking the practice quiz online or writing a couple of paragraphs to address some of the 

suggested study questions. The quizzes and homework tabs are made available during the whole week 

and the following week, so that at any time during these 2 weeks students can take the quiz online or 

use the Homework tab to turn in their essays (a couple of paragraphs, about 200-300 words, addressing 

one or two questions from the assigned chapter). Make sure you understand the 10 key concepts or key 

terms for each week (see Glossary, available in PDF at the course website and at the end of the 

textbook) and by regularly visiting the Oxford University Press link to the Student Resources: 

http://global.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780199759514/student/ 

 

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES 

Students can contact the instructor at any time via email. 

http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/students/required-info-online-learners.html#CT
http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/students/required-info-online-learners.html#ACCESS
http://www.utoledo.edu/policies/academic/undergraduate/
http://global.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780199759514/student/
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OVERVIEW OF COURSE GRADE ASSIGNMENT 
Grades are based on point accumulation throughout the semester (from Aug 26 through Dec 13, 2019), 
divided into six units. There are 6 Homeworks/Quizzes, 2 optional Midterm/Bonus essays and a Final 
Exam worth 10 points each (total up to 70 points). Participation is worth 30 points (by sharing your 
views, insights, comments, and criticisms with classmates on the Discussion Board on-line, at least one 
posting per Unit). Students can earn up to 100 points in this course. 

Midterm Grading 

The midterm / bonus essays are intended for students who either missed one of their quizzes / 

homework or got less than 7.0 (seven) for their homework/quiz. Students are expected to read the 

questions at the end of the designated chapter, choose one or two of these questions or focus on some 

of the proposed topics, combining two or more questions. The idea is to explore your writing skills and 

get as close as you can to developing an essay style, featuring clarity, well-formulated sentences, and 

good arguments. Please try to avoid mere reproduction of texts, by making explicit your own 

understanding of concepts and ideas, just as it would be required in a philosophical essay. You can use 

the texts you read and material available on the internet, but make sure you cite your sources properly. 

Final Grading 

Final grades for the course are based on the following scale: 

93-100 pts. = A  77-79 pts. = C+ 

90-92 pts. = A-  73-76 pts. = C 

87-89 pts. = B+  70-72 pts. = C- 

83-86 pts. = B  60-69 pts. = D 

80-82 pts. = B-  59 and below = F 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Policy Statement on Non-Discrimination on the Basis of Disability (ADA) 

The University is an equal opportunity educational institution. Please read The University’s Policy 

Statement on Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability – Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance.  

Academic Accommodations 

The University of Toledo embraces the inclusion of students with disabilities. We are committed to 

ensuring equal opportunity and seamless access for full participation in all courses. For students who 

have an accommodations memo from Student Disability Services, I invite you to correspond with me as 

soon as possible so that we can communicate confidentially about implementing accommodations in 

this course. For students who have not established affiliation with Student Disability Services and are 

experiencing disability access barriers or are interested in a referral to healthcare resources for a 

potential disability or would like information regarding eligibility for academic accommodations, please 

contact the Student Disability Services Office by calling 419.530.4981 or sending an email 

to StudentDisability@utoledo.edu.  

ACADEMIC AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
Please view the Learner Support page for links and descriptions of the technical, academic, and student 
support services available to UT students.  

https://www.utoledo.edu/policies/administration/diversity/pdfs/3364_50_03_Nondiscrimination_o.pdf
https://www.utoledo.edu/policies/administration/diversity/pdfs/3364_50_03_Nondiscrimination_o.pdf
http://www.utoledo.edu/offices/student-disability-services/
mailto:StudentDisability@utoledo.edu
http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/students/learnersupport.html
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SAFETY AND HEALTH SERVICES FOR UT STUDENTS 
Please use the following link to view a comprehensive list Campus Health and Safety Services available 
to you as a student. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Unit 1: Aug 26 - Sep 14: Chapter 1: An Invitation to the Study of World Religions 

Sep 9 – 14: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 1  

Unit 2: Sep 15 - 28: Chapter 4: Hinduism  

Sep 21 - 28: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 2 / Bonus / Midterm # 1  

Unit 3: Sep 29 - Oct 13: Chapter 5: Buddhism 

Oct 6 - 13: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 3  

Unit 4 : Oct 13 - 27: Chapter 11: Judaism  

Oct 20 - 27: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 4  

Unit 5 : Oct 27 - Nov 10: Chapter 12: Christianity  

Nov 3 - 10: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 5  

Unit 6: Nov 10 - Dec 1: Chapter 13: Islam 

Nov 24 - Dec 1: HOMEWORK / QUIZ # 6  

Dec 1 - 7: Make-Up / Bonus / Midterm # 2  

Dec 7 - 13: FINAL EXAM (multiple-choice exam, covers all material Units 1-6)  

 

Course Website:  http://www.nythamar.com/religion.html 

 

http://www.utoledo.edu/offices/provost/utc/docs/CampusHealthSafetyContacts.pdf
http://www.nythamar.com/religion.html

